Tiered Activity for Ocean Research 
To Alter the Depth of a Lesson

Name:   Team 2: Jenny Engels & Therese Urben
   Grade level: 2                   Subject Area: Ocean Research

	
	Beginning
	Developing
	Secure

	Outcome/

Performance Indicators
	Students will choose an ocean creature and write a 5-sentence paragraph with topic sentence, 3 facts, and a conclusion. 
	Students will choose an ocean creature and write an informational paragraph with topic sentence, a minimum of 4 facts, and a conclusion.
	Students will choose an ocean creature and write an informational paragraph from the creature’s point of view. They must include a minimum of 5 facts.

	Assessment
	Students will be able to write a 5-sentence informational paragraph. The rubric will focus on the traits of conventions and organization.
	Students will be able to write an informational paragraph. The rubric will focus on the traits of conventions, organization and ideas.
	Students will be able to write an informational paragraph. The rubric will focus on the traits of conventions, ideas, and voice.

	Instruction/ 

Learning Activity
	1. Students will receive a model of a 5-sentence informational paragraph and explicit instruction in constructing the paragraph. As a whole group, they will also evaluate sample paragraphs using assigned the rubric.

2. As a prewriting activity, students will list their creature and develop a list of at least 3 facts about it. 

3. They will write their paragraphs in a fill-in-the-blank format and conference with the teacher to edit and revise their rough drafts. 

4. Finally they will complete a final copy and self-assess on their rubrics with teacher support.


	1. Students will receive a model of a 5-sentence informational paragraph and a graphic organizer that explains the construction of the paragraph. Students will also receive explicit instruction in writing a paragraph.  As a whole group, they will evaluate sample paragraphs using assigned the rubric.  

2. As a prewriting activity, students will use the graphic organizer to plan their writing.

3. They will have a writing conference with the teacher to edit and revise their rough drafts. 

4. Finally they will complete a final copy and self-assess on their rubrics.

	1. Students will review the graphic organizer for an informational paragraph. Students will also receive explicit instruction in the writing trait of voice.  With a partner, they will also evaluate sample paragraphs using assigned the rubric

2. As a prewriting activity, students will use the graphic organizer to plan their writing. 

3. They will use peer evaluation to edit and revise their rough drafts.

4. Finally they will complete a final copy and self-assess on their rubrics.

	Resources
	· Ocean creature trade books

· Internet

· Sample paragraphs

· Rubric
	· Ocean creature trade books

· Internet

· Sample paragraphs

· Rubric
	· Ocean creature trade books

· Internet

· Sample paragraphs

· Rubric
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